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What is the full form of ninasam?

Ninasam (also spelt as Neenasam) 1s the short form of Sri
Nllakanteshwara NAtyaseva SANgha, an organisation dedicated to the
growth of drama, films and publishing. Ninasam was the brainchild of the
renowned dramatist and Magsaysay award winner, K V Subbanna.
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Founded in 1949 by a small band of enthusiasts in the little village of
Heggodu, Karnataka, Ninasam has, over these five decades, evolved into a
many-winged cultural institution that has won wide recognition. It has been
acclaimed as a unique experiment in fusing culture and activism, art practice and
social commitment, individual creativity, and collective responsibility.
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What is the purpose of ninasam establishment?

Particularly, which was surrounded by rich green and areca nut plantations? It
grew rapidly to become a powerhouse of Kannada culture and intellect. Whereas
the focus of Ninasam was socio-cultural work. Along with, it also aimed to build
a bridge between rural and urban Karnataka by fusing culture and activism.
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Ninasam 1s a cultural organisation located 1n the wvillage
of Heggodu in Sagar Taluk of the Shivamogga district in the state
of Karnataka, India. Ninasam (also spelt as Neenasam) is the short form of
Sr1 NIlakanteshwara NAtyaseva SANgha, an organisation dedicated to the
growth of drama, films and publishing.
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Akshara, the current head of Ninasam, tells a story where N1 means you, Na means me,
and Sam is a pun on the English word Sum, and in music 1s the moment where rhythm comes
together. Ninasam was the brainchild of the renowned dramatist and Magsaysay
award winner, K V Subbanna. As he said, it 1s the communitarian activity. Ninasam works
similarly to a co-operative society. Currently A R Shreedhara Bhatt, a retired revenue officer,
is the president, and K V Akshara, the son of Subbanna, 1s the director.
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Ninasam Theatre Institute

In 1980, Ninasam also started a theatre institute to offer courses on theater to interested
candidates. It offers a 10-month-long diploma course to about 20 students every year. As part
of these courses, around 130 theatre productions have resulted. Visiting faculty to this institute
include Shivaram Karanth, Chandrashekhara Kambara, K. N. Panikkar and Fritz Bennewitz.
Some of the alumni of this institute join Ninasam's rural theatre repertory troupe, Tirugata.
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Tirugata

Tirugata (travelling around in Kannada) is a theatre troupe started by Ninasam,
established in 1985. This troupe travels to different places and stages plays mainly to a rural
audience. Apparently, in the first 11 years of its existence, Tirugata travelled 82,000 km to
172 places and staged 1546 plays for an audience of about 1.1 million. It i1s mostly a self-
sustaining group, with only 20% of total revenue coming as a grant from the Government.
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