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What is the full form of ninasam?

Ninasam (also spelt as Neenasam) is the short form of Sri

NIlakanteshwara NAtyaseva SANgha, an organisation dedicated to the

growth of drama, films and publishing. Ninasam was the brainchild of the

renowned dramatist and Magsaysay award winner, K V Subbanna.renowned dramatist and Magsaysay award winner, K V Subbanna.

£ÁlPÀ, ZÀ®£ÀavÀæUÀ¼ÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¥ÀæPÁ±À£ÀzÀ É̈¼ÀªÀtÂUÉUÉ «ÄÃ À̧̄ ÁVgÀÄªÀ ¸ÀAWÀl£ÉAiÀiÁzÀ ²æÃ

¤Ã®PÀAoÉÃ±ÀégÀ £Álå Ȩ́ÃªÁ À̧AWÀzÀ QgÀÄ gÀÆ¥ÀªÉÃ ¤Ã£Á À̧A (¤Ã£Á À̧A JAzÀÆ

GZÀÑj À̧̄ ÁUÀÄvÀÛzÉ). ¤Ã£Á À̧A SÁåvÀ £ÁlPÀPÁgÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ªÀiÁåUÉì Ȩ́ì ¥Àæ±À¹Û «eÉÃvÀ PÉ « À̧Ä§âtÚ

CªÀgÀ PÀ£À¹£À PÀÆ À̧Ä.



Founded in 1949 by a small band of enthusiasts in the little village of

Heggodu, Karnataka, Ninasam has, over these five decades, evolved into a

many-winged cultural institution that has won wide recognition. It has been

acclaimed as a unique experiment in fusing culture and activism, art practice and

social commitment, individual creativity, and collective responsibility.

PÀ£ÁðlPÀzÀ ºÉUÉÆÎÃqÀÄ JA§ ¥ÀÅlÖ ºÀ½îAiÀÄ°è 1949 gÀ°è GvÁì»UÀ¼À MAzÀÄ À̧tÚ vÀAqÀªÀÅ

¸ÁÜ¦¹zÀ ¤£Á À̧A, F LzÀÄ zÀ±ÀPÀUÀ¼À°è, C£ÉÃPÀ gÉPÉÌAiÀÄ ¸ÁA À̧ÌøwPÀ À̧A Ȩ́ÜAiÀiÁV «PÀ̧ À£ÀUÉÆAqÀÄ

ªÁå¥ÀPÀ ªÀÄ£ÀßuÉ UÀ½¹zÉ. À̧A À̧ÈÌw ªÀÄvÀÄÛ QæAiÀiÁ²Ã®vÉ, PÀ̄ Á C s̈Áå À̧ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¸ÁªÀiÁfPÀ §zÀÞvÉ,

ªÉÊAiÀÄQÛPÀ À̧Èd£À²Ã®vÉ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¸ÁªÀÄÆ»PÀ dªÁ¨ÁÝjAiÀÄ£ÀÄß É̈ Ȩ́AiÀÄÄªÀ°è EzÀÄ MAzÀÄ «²µÀÖ

¥ÀæAiÉÆÃUÀªÉAzÀÄ ¥Àæ±ÀA¹ À̧®ànÖzÉ.



What is the purpose of ninasam establishment?

Particularly, which was surrounded by rich green and areca nut plantations? It

grew rapidly to become a powerhouse of Kannada culture and intellect. Whereas

the focus of Ninasam was socio-cultural work. Along with, it also aimed to build

a bridge between rural and urban Karnataka by fusing culture and activism.

«±ÉÃµÀªÁV, ²æÃªÀÄAvÀ ºÀ¹gÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ CgÉPÁ PÁ¬Ä vÉÆÃlUÀ½AzÀ DªÀÈvÀªÁzÀzÀÄÝ AiÀiÁªÀÅzÀÄ?

EzÀÄ PÀ£ÀßqÀ À̧A À̧Ìøw ªÀÄvÀÄÛ §Ä¢Þ±ÀQÛAiÀÄ ±ÀQÛ±Á°AiÀiÁUÀ®Ä ªÉÃUÀªÁV É̈¼É¬ÄvÀÄ. DzÀgÉ ¤£Á À̧A£À

UÀªÀÄ£ÀªÀÅ ¸ÁªÀiÁfPÀ-¸ÁA À̧ÈÌwPÀ PÉ® À̧ªÁVvÀÄÛ. EzÀgÀ eÉÆvÉUÉ, À̧A À̧ÈÌw ªÀÄvÀÄÛ QæAiÀiÁ²Ã®vÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß

Ȩ́̈ ÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ªÀÄÆ®PÀ UÁæ«ÄÃt ªÀÄvÀÄÛ £ÀUÀgÀ PÀ£ÁðlPÀzÀ £ÀqÀÄªÉ Ȩ́ÃvÀÄªÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ¤«Äð À̧ÄªÀ

UÀÄjAiÀÄ£ÀÄß EzÀÄ ºÉÆA¢zÉ.



Ninasam is a cultural organisation located in the village

of Heggodu in Sagar Taluk of the Shivamogga district in the state

of Karnataka, India. Ninasam (also spelt as Neenasam) is the short form of

Sri NIlakanteshwara NAtyaseva SANgha, an organisation dedicated to the

growth of drama, films and publishing.growth of drama, films and publishing.

¤£Á À̧A JA§ÄzÀÄ s̈ÁgÀvÀzÀ PÀ£ÁðlPÀ gÁdåzÀ ²ªÀªÉÆUÀÎ f¯ÉèAiÀÄ ¸ÁUÀgï vÁ®ÆèQ£À

ºÉUÉÆÎÃqÀÄ UÁæªÀÄzÀ°èzÉ. ¤Ã£Á À̧A (¤Ã£Á À̧A JAzÀÆ GZÀÑj À̧¯ÁUÀÄvÀÛzÉ) ²æÃ ¤Ã®PÀAoÉÃ±ÀégÀ

£Álå À̧AWÀ. QgÀÄ gÀÆ¥À ¸ÀAWÀ, £ÁlPÀ, ZÀ®£ÀavÀæUÀ¼ÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¥ÀæPÁ±À£ÀzÀ É̈¼ÀªÀtÂUÉUÉ

«ÄÃ À̧̄ ÁVgÀÄªÀ À̧A Ȩ́Ü.



Akshara, the current head of Ninasam, tells a story where Ni means you, Na means me,

and Sam is a pun on the English word Sum, and in music is the moment where rhythm comes

together. Ninasam was the brainchild of the renowned dramatist and Magsaysay

award winner, K V Subbanna. As he said, it is the communitarian activity. Ninasam works

similarly to a co-operative society. Currently A R Shreedhara Bhatt, a retired revenue officer,

is the president, and K VAkshara, the son of Subbanna, is the director.

¤Ã£Á¸ÀA£À ¥Àæ¸ÀÄÛvÀ ªÀÄÄRå¸ÀÜ CPÀëgÁ MAzÀÄ PÀxÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ºÉÃ¼ÀÄvÁÛ£É, C°è ¤ JAzÀgÉ ¤ÃªÀÅ, £Á JAzÀgÉ

£À£ÀßzÀÄ, ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¸ÁåªÀiï JA§ÄzÀÄ EAVèµï ¥ÀzÀzÀ ªÉÆvÀÛPÉÌ MAzÀÄ ±ÉèÃµÉAiÀiÁVzÉ, ªÀÄvÀÄÛ À̧AVÃvÀzÀ°è ®AiÀÄªÀÅ

MnÖUÉ §gÀÄªÀ PÀëtªÁVzÉ. ¤£Á¸ÁªÀiï SÁåvÀ £ÁlPÀPÁgÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ªÀiÁåUÉì̧ É ¥Àæ±À¹Û «eÉÃvÀ PÉ « À̧Ä§âtÚ CªÀgÀ

ªÉÄzÀÄ½£À PÀÆ À̧Ä. CªÀgÀÄ ºÉÃ½zÀAvÉ, EzÀÄ PÉÆÃªÀÄÄªÁ¢ ZÀlÄªÀnPÉ. ¤Ã£Á À̧A À̧ºÀPÁj ¸ÀªÀiÁdzÀAvÉAiÉÄÃ

PÁAiÀÄð¤ªÀð» À̧ÄvÀÛzÉ. ¥Àæ¸ÀÄÛvÀ ¤ªÀÈvÀÛ PÀAzÁAiÀÄ C¢üPÁj J Dgï ²æÃzsÀgÀ ¨sÀmï CzsÀåPÀëgÁVzÀÄÝ, À̧Ä§âtÚgÀ ¥ÀÅvÀæ PÉ

« CPÀëgÁ ¤zÉÃð±ÀPÀgÁVzÁÝgÉ.



Ninasam Theatre Institute 

In 1980, Ninasam also started a theatre institute to offer courses on theater to interested

candidates. It offers a 10-month-long diploma course to about 20 students every year. As part

of these courses, around 130 theatre productions have resulted. Visiting faculty to this institute

include Shivaram Karanth, Chandrashekhara Kambara, K. N. Panikkar and Fritz Bennewitz.

Some of the alumni of this institute join Ninasam's rural theatre repertory troupe, Tirugata.Some of the alumni of this institute join Ninasam's rural theatre repertory troupe, Tirugata.

1980 gÀ°è, ¤£Á À̧ªÀiï D¸ÀPÀÛ C s̈ÀåyðUÀ½UÉ gÀAUÀ s̈ÀÆ«ÄAiÀÄ PÉÆÃ¸ïðUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¤ÃqÀ®Ä £ÁlPÀ À̧A Ȩ́ÜAiÀÄ£ÀÄß

¥ÁægÀA©ü¹zÀgÀÄ. EzÀÄ ¥ÀæwªÀµÀð À̧ÄªÀiÁgÀÄ 20 «zÁåyðUÀ½UÉ 10 wAUÀ¼À CªÀ¢üAiÀÄ r¥ÉÇèªÀiÁ PÉÆÃ¸ïð

¤ÃqÀÄvÀÛzÉ. F PÉÆÃ¸ïðUÀ¼À s̈ÁUÀªÁV À̧ÄªÀiÁgÀÄ 130 £ÁlPÀ ¤ªÀiÁðtUÀ¼ÀÄ ¥sÀ°vÁA±À ¤ÃrªÉ. F À̧A Ȩ́ÜUÉ s̈ÉÃn

¤ÃqÀÄªÀ CzsÁå¥ÀPÀgÀÄ ²ªÀgÁªÀiï PÀgÀAvï, ZÀAzÀæ±ÉÃRgÀ PÀA¨ÁgÀ, PÉ. J£ï. ¥ÀtÂPÀÌgï ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¦üæmïÓ ¨É£Éß«mïÓ. F

À̧A Ȩ́ÜAiÀÄ PÉ®ªÀÅ ºÀ¼ÉAiÀÄ «zÁåyðUÀ¼ÀÄ wgÀÄ¸ÁmÁzÀ ¤£Á À̧ªÀiï CªÀgÀ UÁæ«ÄÃt gÀAUÀªÀÄA¢gÀ gÉ¥Àlðj vÀAqÀPÉÌ

Ȩ́ÃgÀÄvÁÛgÉ.



Tirugata

Tirugata (travelling around in Kannada) is a theatre troupe started by Ninasam,

established in 1985. This troupe travels to different places and stages plays mainly to a rural

audience. Apparently, in the first 11 years of its existence, Tirugata travelled 82,000 km to

172 places and staged 1546 plays for an audience of about 1.1 million. It is mostly a self-

sustaining group, with only 20% of total revenue coming as a grant from the Government.sustaining group, with only 20% of total revenue coming as a grant from the Government.

wgÀÄUÁl (PÀ£ÀßqÀzÀ°è À̧AZÀj À̧ÄªÀÅzÀÄ) 1985 gÀ°è ¸ÁÜ¥À£ÉAiÀiÁzÀ ¤£Á À̧ªÀiï ¥ÁægÀA©ü¹zÀ gÀAUÀ̈ sÀÆ«Ä

vÀAqÀªÁVzÉ. F vÀAqÀªÀÅ ««zsÀ ¸ÀÜ¼ÀUÀ½UÉ ¥ÀæAiÀiÁtÂ̧ ÀÄvÀÛzÉ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ºÀAvÀUÀ¼ÀÄ ªÀÄÄRåªÁV UÁæ«ÄÃt ¥ÉæÃPÀëPÀjUÉ

ªÀ» À̧ÄvÀÛªÉ. À̧àµÀÖªÁV, C¹ÛvÀézÀ ªÉÆzÀ® 11 ªÀµÀðUÀ¼À°è, wgÀÄUÁlªÀÅ 82,000 Q.«ÄÃ.UÀ¼À£ÀÄß 172 ¸ÀÜ¼ÀUÀ½UÉ

¥ÀæAiÀiÁtÂ¹vÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ À̧ÄªÀiÁgÀÄ 1.1 «Ä°AiÀÄ£ï ¥ÉæÃPÀëPÀjUÁV 1546 £ÁlPÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¥ÀæzÀ²ð¹vÀÄ. [1] EzÀÄ ºÉZÁÑV

¸ÁéªÀ®A© UÀÄA¥ÁVzÀÄÝ, MlÄÖ DzÁAiÀÄzÀ PÉÃªÀ® 20% ªÀiÁvÀæ À̧PÁðgÀ¢AzÀ C£ÀÄzÁ£ÀªÁV §gÀÄvÀÛzÉ.


